Limited and specific proteolysis of the zona pellucida by acrosin.
The proteolytic action of boar sperm acrosin on its natural substrate, the zona pellucida, was investigated. Acrosin exhibited substrate specificity for the zona pellucida and differentially hydrolyzed the glycoprotein families composing the zona pellucida. In contrast to acrosin, trypsin was a less-specific protease in terms of zona pellucida hydrolysis.